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Changes to claims 26, 27, 29. 35. 36. 47, 51. 55 and 57 as follows: 

26. (Twice Amended) A vehicle steering head including a support tube which 
roratably supports therein a fork tube to which a wheel fork and a handlebar can be secured, 
the steering head comprising: 

a latch element disposed within the suppon tube, the latch element beine moveable 
in a direction which is substantially parallel to an axis of the fork tube; and 

a linkage element [connected to the fork mbe so as to rocate therewith] that 
rotatab! ^ wilh ihe fork tubfi, the linkage element comprising at least one stop surface; 

wherein the at least one stop surface limits the rotation of the fork mbe with respect 
10 the support tube, and 

wherein the latch element is connected to a slide, the sHde being disposed within 
the suppon tube. 

27. (Twice Amended) A vehicle steering head including a support tube which 
rotatably supports therein a fork tube to which a wheel fork and a handlebar can be secured, 
the steering head comprising; 

a latch element disposed within the support tube, the latch element being moveable 
in a direction which is substantially parallel to an axis of the fork tube; and 

a linkage element [connected to the fork tube so as to rotate therewith] that is 
rotatahl g wijjh the fork mhe, the linkage element comprising at least one stop surface; 

wherein the at least one stop surface limits the rotation of the fork mbe with respect 
to the support mbe. and 

[further comprising] a slide[, wherein the slide] that is disposed withm the support 
tube and retains the latch element. 

29. (Twice Amended) A vehicle steering head including a support mbe which 
rotatably supports, therein a fork mbe to which a wheel fork and a handlebar can be secured, 
the steering head comprising: 

a latch element disposed within the support mbe, tlie latch element being moveable 
m a direction which is substantially parallel to an axis of the fork mbe; and 

a linkage element [connected to the fork mbe so as to rotate therewith] iS 
rgtatable with ths f^tlc mbe, the Hnkage element comprising at least one stop surface; 

wherein the at least one stop surface limits the rotation of the fork mbe \v\\h respect 
to the support mbe, and 

w^herein the linkage element comprises a mudguard. 

35. (Twice Amended) The steering head of claim 26, [wherein] further comprising 
a locking element [is] connected to the slide. 
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36. (Twice Amended) A vehicle steering head including a support tube which 
rotatabiy supports therein a fork tube to which a wheel fork and a handlebar can be secured 
the steering head comprising; 

a latch element disposed within the suppon uibe. the latch element beine moveable 
in a direction which is substantially parallel to an axis of the fork tube: and 

a Imkage element [connected to the fork tube so as to rotate therewith] tha! is 
UMms. Mth Ik M mhe, the linkage element comprising at least one stop surface; 

wherem the at least one stop surface limits the rotation of the fork tube with respect 
to the suppon rube, and 

(funher comprising) a bearing suppon disposed on at least one end of the support 

47. (Amended) A vehicle steering head including a support tube and fork mbe 
which is rotatabiy mounted with respect to the suppon tube, the steerine head comprising: 

an upper beanng support disposed at an upper end of the support mbe; 

a lower bearing suppon disposed at a lower end of the suppon tube; 

the fork tube comprising a fork end[,] and a handlebar en^aPin{T end: [, and] 

a latch element projecting from the fork tube between the fork end and the 
handlebar engaging end, the latch element being disposed within the suppon tube; and 

a linkage element slidable disposed within the support tube, the linkase' element 
compnsing at least one stop surface for engaging the latch element; 

wherein the linkage element is moveable in a direction which is substantially 
parallel to an axis of the fork tube from a first position, wherein [where] the latch element 
and the at least one stop cooperate to limit the rotational movement of the fork mbe to a 
second position where the latch element releasably engages a lockine element disposed on 
the Imkage element whereby the fork rube is prevented from rotating in any direction. 

51. (Twice Amended) A vehicle steering head including a support mbe and fork 
tube which IS rotatabiy mounted with respect to the support tube, the steerin" head 
comprising; 

an upper bearing support disposed at an upper end of the support mbe; 

a lower bearing suppon disposed at a lower end of the support tube.' the lower 
bearing support comprising at least one stop surface; 

the fork mbe comprising a fork end[,] and a handlebar engaging end; [. and] 

a latch element [which is] slidably disposed adjacent the fork tube between the fork 
end and the handlebar engaging end. the latch element being disposed wiUiin the suppon 
tube; and 

a linkage element moveably disposed adjacent the lower support bearing the 
Imkage element compnsmg at least one stop surface for engaging the at least one" stop 
surface of the lower beanng suppon and comprising a recess for receiving the latch element- 


is 


P19246.A04 

wherein the latch element is moveable in a direction which is siibstaniiallv parallel 
0 an axis of the fork tube from a first position where the latch element engaees'only the 
lower beanng support, [and where] wherein the at least one stop of the lower bearing suppon 
cooperates wuh the at least one stop of the linkage element to limit the rotational movenient 
ot the fork tube, to a second position where the latch element relcasablv engages a recess in 
the linkage element whereby the fork tube is prevented from rotating in any direction. 

«K r • ^ Amended) The steering head of claim 5 1 , [wherein the latch eleraentl 
tTjnher [comprises] POmpn^ing at least one locking element for engaging a lockins recess m 
the lower beanng support. = o & » 

• ■ 57. (Twice Amended) A vehicle steering head comprising: 
a fork tube adapted to engage a handlebar; 
a support nibe which rotatably supports the fork tube; 
a latch element disposed within the support njbe; [and] 
a slide which is moveable with respect to the suppon tube[,l- and 
a linkage element; 

Pi.n,. . "^^^'^'^ moveable from at least one position wherein ihs linkace 

element prevents the fork tube from rotating with respect to the support tube to at lea'st 
another position wherein the linkage element allows the fork tube to rotate with respect to 
the suppon tube in at least two directions, and 

tube ^''^^ '° '^^^^ ^'^""^"^ °"'side the support 


19 


I'M 'J 


